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Before the JAN 13 1999
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION FEDERY
Washington, D.C. 20554 Mnm CoMMISSION

In the Matter of
CC Docket No. 92-105

The Use of N11 Codes and Other . NSD File No. L-98-139
Abbreviated Dialing Arrangements

COMMENTS OF BELL ATLANTIC

Bell Atlantic' supports the conclusions and recommendations concerning abbreviated
dialing arrangements made in the report of the North American Numbering Council submitted to
the Commission in September 1998.

Perhaps most important, Bell Atlantic agrees that abbreviated dialing resources should
not be utilized for ordinary telephone service, carrier access applications or for speed calling
arrangements." Furthermore, “there appears to be little, if any, demonstrated need for additional
nationally administered abbreviated dialing arrangements at this time.”® Therefore, the

Commission should not require that any such arrangements be provided.

! The Bell Atlantic telephone companies are Bell Atlantic-Delaware, Inc.; Bell
Atlantic-Maryland, Inc.; Bell Atlantic-New Jersey, Inc.; Bell Atlantic-Pennsylvania, Inc.; Bell
Atlantic-Virginia, Inc.; Bell Atlantic-Washington, D.C., Inc.; Bell Atlantic-West Virginia, Inc.;
New York Telephone Company and New England Telephone and Telegraph Company.

2 Report and Recommendations of the Abbreviated Dialing Ad Hoc Working
Group to the North American Numbering Council (NANC) Regarding Abbreviated Dialing
Arrangements (“Report”) § 5.2.

? Report § 12.0.




In its minority views, Low Tech asks that the Commission require that *XXXX/11XXXX
dialing formats be made available and that those arrangements be provided within 12 months.
However, Low Tech has not committed to buying these services if they are available, nor has it
provided any indication that anyone else will or in any other way refuted the Report’s conclusion
that there is little, if any, demand for these arrangements. Without some proof of demand,
carriers should not be required to provide these capabﬂities.

If the Commission concludes that there is some need for additional abbreviated dialing
arrangements — which it should not — they should be developed subject to these constraints:

Non-digit characters such as “*” and “#” should be used as part of an abbreviated dialing

format only as delimiters, and not as part of the address. Accordingly, any new

abbreviated dialing arrangement may include non-digit characters at the beginning or end

of the format (or both) but not between digits.

While both arrangements are technically feasible, the use of the leading “#” is distinctly
preferable because of the timing conflicts caused by the trailing “#”.

“* is currently reserved and administered by the NANPA on a national basis to be used

only for feature activation and deactivation Using “*” for abbreviated dialing would

cause end user confusion and should not be permitted.

Any format selected for multi-network applications should provide a sufficient quantity

of resources to serve a relatively large number of service providers. For example, a

format of four or five digits appears reasonable, as it would support 10,000 or 100,000

assignments.

The NANC estimated that it would take approximately 12 months to produce stable
requirements after the industry decides on a specific arrangement, and another 12 months for
vendor development of the capability after the requirements are provided and firm orders have

been received. The NANC also noted that these initial estimates could be changed by the

specifics of the application for which the dialing arrangement might be used, and whether or not




changes to signaling standards are required. If the Commission were to require additional
arrangements — which, once again, it should not — it must take this timing into account.

Respectfully submitted,

W WGpt

Joknn M. Goodman

Attorney for the Bell Atlantic
Michael E. Glover telephone companies
Of Counsel
1300 I Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005
(202) 336-7874

Dated: January 13, 1999




Attachment a
DOCUMENT OFF-LINE

This page has been substituted for one of the following:

O An oversize page or document (such as a map) which was too large to be scanned
into the RIPS system.

o Microfilm, microform, certain photographs or videotape.

2 ther materials which, for one reason or another, could not be scanned into
the RI system.

The actual document, Page(s) or materials may be reviewed by contacting an Information
Technician. Please note the applicable docket or rulemaking number, document type and
any other relevant information about the document in order to ensure speedy retrieval
by the Information Technician.




